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Section 1
Whole Book
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Vocabulary Overview
Key words and phrases from this section are provided below with definitions and 
sentences about how the words are used in the story .  Introduce and discuss these 
important vocabulary words with students .  If you think these words or other words in 
the story warrant more time devoted to them, there are suggestions in the introduction 
for other vocabulary activities (page 5) .

Word Definition Sentence about Text

patter strike repeatedly CJ and Nana see the rain 
patter on the car window .

creaked made a squeaking sound The bus creaks to a stop .

lurched
made a sudden movement 
forward The bus lurches forward .

fact true piece of information
The blind man says it is a fact 
that some people watch the 
world with their ears .

fine very good or nice Nana wears fine perfume .

swirled passed in a whirling motion The sunset colors swirl .

surrounded enclosed on all sides CJ feels surrounded by dirt .

familiar frequently seen or experienced CJ spots familiar faces .
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Whole BookName  ������������������������������������������������

Vocabulary Activity
Directions: Write the vocabulary word that best 
matches the clue.

Words from the Story

patter creaked fact familiar swirled

 1. This is the sound an old floor might have made.

  

 2. This is the way the water moved in the toilet.

  

 3. This is the sound little feet make when they run.

  

 4. This is something that is true.

  

 5. This describes something you are used to.
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Whole Book Name  ������������������������������������������������

Guided Close Reading

 1 What does CJ see in the sky above the soup kitchen?

 2 Describe what CJ sees just after he wonders how Nana can find so much beauty .

 3 What evidence is there that tells why CJ is glad they came?

Directions: Think about 
these questions.  In the 
space below, write ideas 
or draw pictures as you 
think.  Be ready to share 
your answers.

Closely reread 
from when Nana 
and CJ get off 
the bus to the 
end of the story.
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Meet the Bus Riders Name  ������������������������������������������������

Story Elements—Character
Directions: Think about the two characters below.  Write 
what Nana wanted CJ to learn from each character.

blind man with the spotted dog

the man with the guitar




