
#537 Maniac Magee 2 © Teacher Created Resources, Inc.

Table of Contents
Introduction................................................................................................................................................. 3
Sample Lesson Plans .................................................................................................................................. 4
Before the Book (Pre-reading Activities)................................................................................................... 5
About the Author ........................................................................................................................................ 7
Book Summary ........................................................................................................................................... 8
Vocabulary Lists ......................................................................................................................................... 9
Vocabulary Activity Ideas......................................................................................................................... 10
SECTION I (Chapters 1–11) .................................................................................................................. 11

• Quiz—What Do You Know?
• Hands-On Project—The World’s Best Candy Bar!
• Cooperative Learning Activity—Icebreakers
• Curriculum Connections—Literature: “Thank You, M’am”
• Into Your Life—Readers’ Response Journals

SECTION II (Chapters 12–21)................................................................................................................16
• Quiz—What Do You Know?
• Hands-On Project—Making Zeps
• Cooperative Learning Activity—Onomatopoeia
• Curriculum Connection—Math: Running for Math
• Into Your Life—Saying “Hi”

SECTION III (Chapters 22–32) ............................................................................................................. 21
• Quiz—What Do You Know?
• Hands-On Project—Create a Class Quilt
• Cooperative Learning Activity—Teaching Adults to Read
• Curriculum Connections—Science: Running Muscles
• Into Your Life—Jargon

SECTION IV (Chapters 33–39) ............................................................................................................. 26
• Quiz—What Do You Know?
• Hands-On Project—Knots
• Cooperative Learning Activity—Family Differences
• Curriculum Connections—Language Arts: Writing a Legend
• Into Your Life—Interesting, Awesome Me!

SECTION V (Chapters 40–46) ............................................................................................................... 32
• Quiz—What Do You Know?
• Hands-On Project—Understanding Your Neighbors
• Cooperative Learning Activity—Living on Your Own
• Curriculum Connection—Physical Education: Off to the Races!
• Into Your Life—Family
• After the Book (Post-reading Activities)

Any Questions?............................................................................................................................. 37
Book Report Ideas ........................................................................................................................ 38
Research Famous Runners............................................................................................................ 39

Culminating Activities.............................................................................................................................. 40
Unit Test Options...................................................................................................................................... 43
Bibliography of Related Reading ............................................................................................................. 46
Answer Key .............................................................................................................................................. 47



© Teacher Created Resources, Inc. 25 #537 Maniac Magee

Section III: Chapters 22-32 Maniac Magee

Jargon
When Grayson and Maniac talk about baseball, the old man uses several phrases that probably would
not be found in most dictionaries.  These phrases, “shag fungoes,” “whiff on the stopball,” and “play
pepper on the outfield grass,” are a special use of words that only people who play baseball or who are
very interested in the sport would probably know.

Every sport, as well as every business and profession, has its own special vocabulary.  See how many of
the following examples of jargon you can match up with the meanings and professions (found in
parentheses).

________ 1. ambulance chaser

________ 2. anchorman/woman

________ 3. axe

________ 4. baggies

________ 5. benched (adjective)

________ 6. bookends

________ 7. cans (noun)

________ 8. chop the clock

________ 9. Christmas tree

________ 10. eggbeater

________ 11. fried egg

________ 12. garbage

________ 13. get mud on your boots

________ 14. put to bed

________ 15. wrap (verb)

________ 16. yuck (noun)

A. (sport) loose fitting “boxer” shorts worn for surfing

B. (TV) the first and last episodes of a TV series

C. (sport) in golf, a ball that is half buried in the sand

D. (military) a helicopter

E. (architecture) for an architect to leave his office and
visit the site of a building under construction

F. (aerospace) an indicator board, as on an airplane, full
of flashing lights

G. (law/police) a lawyer who makes a business out of
finding accident victims to represent in court

H. (rock music) a performer’s musical instrument; usually
a guitar

I. (theater) a laugh, as a comedian might get after telling
a joke

J. (TV) newscaster who actually reads the news

K. (press) to finish writing and editing the newspaper and
then sending it to be printed

L. (movies, TV) to end the day’s filming; to finish

M. (computers) inaccurate or useless data

N. (sport) retaining of a player on the bench rather than
allowing to play

O. (audio) earphones, as for a stereo

P. (business) illegally turning back the mileage on a car’s
odometer to make the car seem a better value
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Section IV: Chapters 33-39 Maniac Magee

Family Differences
Maniac learns that there is more to a family than a group of related people who are all living under the
same roof.  In your own group of three to five people, discuss the following situations and then write
your own answers.

The differences between the Beales and McNabs are obvious.  Explore the different feelings Maniac
has while living with them.

The McNabs

1. The McNabs build a fortress in their
living room.

Maniac’s feeling:

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

2. The McNabs tear into their food.

Maniac’s feeling:

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

3. George McNab never learns
Maniac’s name.

Maniac’s feeling:

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

The Beales

1. Mr. Beale takes Maniac back to his
house when he realizes the boy has
no home.

Maniac’s feeling:

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

2. Mrs. Beale hits Maniac for talking
“trash.”

Maniac’s feeling:

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

3. Amanda pleads with Maniac not to
leave.

Maniac’s feeling:

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________


