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Section 2: Chapters 5-9 Mr. Popper’s Penguins

Improvisation as Drama

Improvisational skitsin the classroom
allow students to relieve stress and excess
energy. They can aso add a bit of humor
to brighten a stressful or rainy day.

The only preparation needed for this
activity is adiscussion of emotions and
related body language. With your class,
list different emotions on the board. Once
thisis done, ask for volunteers to
demonstrate how each emotion “looks.”

The next step isto explain improvisation as
an acting technique. Then divide the class
into small groups. Each group will go to
the “stage.” Give each group a situation
from chapter sections 1 or 2 to act out.
Their only directions will be to perform the
skit, showing the different emotions. You
may want to allow a short period of time to
let the students assign parts and gather

props.

This activity is particularly good because it will assess the students' overall comprehension.
Remember, it isimprovisation! Thereis not agreat deal of preparation that goes into an
improvisational performance.

Here are some suggested scenes to perform from chapter sections 1 and 2:

* Mr. Popper and Captain Cook meet a neighbor on their walk.
* Captain Cook is in the barber shop.

® The service man comes to the house.

* Janie and Bill meet Captain Cook for the first time.

* The policeman talks to Mr. Popper.

After each sceneis performed, ask students in the audience to identify which emotions were portrayed
and how. For alittle fun, the teacher may consider handing out a “ Quick Thinking” award to all who
participated.
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Section 5: Chapters 18-20

Mr. Popper’s Penguins

Vocabulary Review Crossword

6
7 8
9
10
11
12
13
Across Down
4. weather conditions of a region 1. power to change something
5. to produce offspring 2. low and husky in sound
7. better position or chance 3. mean or violent
10. obvious 5. strong
11. to supply 6. common
12. worn appearance 8. irritated
13. be without something 9. used as a ramp on a ship
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