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SECTION 1: Chapters 1 through 5 Sarah, Plain and Tall

Compare and Contrast
Hometowns

When Sarah responded to Jacob’s advertisement, she wrote, “I have always loved to live by the sea, but
at this time I feel a move is necessary. And the truth is, the sea is as far east as I can go.” So Sarah went
west approximately 1600 miles (2560 km) to a new life, a new environment.

Adopt an area that is about 1600 miles (2560 km) from your home, to be your new hometown. Then
research the area you have chosen. Collect pictures, books, tourist information, etc. Maybe you can find
some pen pals from your adopted area.

After you have gathered your material, make two lists. One list will be for entries from your home area.
The other list is for entries from your adopted area.

History
when first discovered

when first settled

growth and contribution to

country’s development

People
race

religions

ethnic groups

Geography
mountains

deserts

plains

lakes/rivers/springs

valleys

Food/Clothing
ethnic

seasonal

play

work

Weather
seasons

temperature

extremes

precipitation amounts

Play
family activities

sports

games

songs

Government
mayor/manager

town council

village board

county board

Education
parochial

public

private

Work
industry

agriculture

tourism

services

Note to the teacher:  Have the students include some comparable items noted in the story (e.g.
swimming—pond vs. sea, sliding—haystack vs. dune, etc.)
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SECTION 2: Chapters 6 through 9 Sarah, Plain and Tall

Sarah’s Diary
Do you keep a diary? Many people do. You would be surprised by how easily we forget everyday
occurrences. It is fun reading entries made in a diary months or years later. Many pioneers kept diaries.
Our history of the settling of America was made more complete and interesting by diaries handed down
from generation to generation.

It is time to put your imagination to work. Pretend that you are Sarah and that you have kept a diary for
many years. Record a week’s worth of thoughts and feelings as Sarah begins her adventure on the
prairie. By using the major events in Sarah, Plain and Tall, you can find plenty of things to write about.
Remember to include Sarah’s emotions as she reacted to the events. Tell about the things she disliked as
well as the changes in her life that she enjoyed.

Here are some of the events you could write about:

the train ride to the prairie

Jacob, Anna, Caleb

flower picking

sheep

pictures to William

the chickens

the flower garden

the storm

riding Old Bess

bringing the sea home to
everyone

the trip from train to farm

the farm

singing

hay mound/dune

plowing

swimming in the cow pond

Matthew, Maggie, Rose, Violet

fixing the house roof

driving the wagon

Note to the teacher: This activity could be combined with the Curriculum Connections activity,
Pictures Worth a Thousand Words on page 19. A drawing could be made on one page with its diary
entry on the adjacent page.




