Table of Contents

INErOdUCTION . .o 3
Sample Lesson Plans . . ... .o 4
Before the Book (Pre-reading ACLIVITIES) . . .. ... i e 5
ADOUt the AULNOr . .. 6
BOOK SUMMAIY .. 7
Vocabulary ListS ... e 8
Vocabulary ACHIVITIES . . .. 9
Section 1 (First—Fourth Chapters) . . . ... e e e e e 10

* Quiz Time!
* Hands-On Project—Create a Setting
» Cooperative Learning Activity—Motorcycles and Motor Scooters
 Curriculum Connections—Science: Make a Kaleidoscope
* Into Your Life—Families
Section 2 (Fifth—Ninth Chapters) . ........... . e e i e 15
e Quiz Time!
* Hands-On Project—West Virginia
 Cooperative Learning Activity—Migrating Svans
* Curriculum Connections—Writing: Write an Autobiography
* Into Your Life—Be Your Own Best Friend
Section 3 (Tenth—Fourteenth Chapters) . ... ... e e i e e 20
e Quiz Time!
» Hands-On Project—Game Board
» Cooperative Learning Activity—Search and Rescue Team
 Curriculum Connections—Socia Studies: Map to the Swans
* Into Your Life—Handling Stressful Stuations
Section 4 (Fifteenth—Eighteenth Chapters) ............ .. . i i 25
e Quiz Time!
» Hands-On Project—Television Interview
» Cooperative Learning Activity—Beliefs vs. Facts
* Curriculum Connections—Reading: Identifying Character Traits
* Into Your Life—Apologizing
Section 5 (Nineteenth—Twenty-third Chapters) ......... ... . i i 30
e Quiz Time!
» Hands-On Project—Origami Swan
 Cooperative Learning Activity—Having a Party
* Curriculum Connections—Writing: Imagery
* Into Your Life—Changing Your Point of View
After the Book (Post-reading Activities)

Research Project. . . ..o 36
BoOK REpOIt 1deas. . . ... .o e 37
Culminating ACtIVITIES . . . . ..o 38
UNit TeSt OPtioNS . . ..o e e 42
Bibliography of Related Reading . ... 45
ANSIEN K Y Lo e 46

#532 Literature Unit 2 © Teacher Created Resources, Inc.



Section 5: Nineteenth—Twenty-third Chapters The Summer of the Svans

Origami Swan

The swans flew overhead as Sara led Charlie home after his ordeal. She knew that he got lost because
he went to look for those swans. Use the following directions to create an origami swan that Sara
could make for Charlie to remind him of real ones.

P

1. Cut apiece of paper 2. Unfold the 3. Fold in the right- and 4. Flipit over
into a square. Fold square. |left-hand corners to ' '
the square in half to the center.
make two triangles.

|
I

5. Fold in the right-and 6. Fold up the bottom 7. Fold down the 8. Fold back the
left-hand corners to point to the top point. swan’s head. sides.
the center.

\

9. Pull up the swan’s 10. Pull out the 11. Pull up the swan’s

neck. swan’s bill. head.
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After the Book The Summer of the Swvans

Book Report Ideas

After you have finished The Summer of the Swans, work in a small group to complete one of the
following activities.

* Mural
Work with a group to create a mural of a scene from the book.

Comic Strip
Create a comic strip showing Sara's perception of the problemsin her life.

* Poetry
Write a poem about the thoughts and feelings Charlie may have but is unable to express.

« An Alternate Ending

Write a new ending to the story, telling how you think Sara would have felt if her father had come
home and was the one who found Charlie.

o A Letter to the Author

Write a letter to Betsy Byars telling her what you liked and/or disliked most about The Summer of
the Swans.

* Family Portrait
Draw a picture of the Godfrey family, showing what you think the characters look like.
* Role-Playing

Role-play a scene from the book. After performing the scene, explain why it is an important part
of the story.

* You as a Character

Rewrite your favorite part of the story, putting yourself in as a new character.
 Point of View

Write a description of Sara from Joe Melby’s point of view.

e Questionsand Answers

Divide the class into two groups. Have each group write 10 questions about the story. Then have
the groups answer each other’s questions.

* Predicting
Write about Sara and Joe's date.
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