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Culminating Activity The Whipping Boy
Coat of Arms

In the Old World, those people of noble birth or great wealth had a family name shield or coat of arms.
These shields contained symbols that showed the special or admirable traits of the family. Sometimes
the shield contained the family surname (last name) or mottos such as “Wisdom” and “Courage,” or
“Strong Warrior.” It was customary for the coat of arms to be handed down from one generation to
the next.

Have the students look over the list of symbols and meanings below. Instruct them to design their own
family shields, choosing symbols that relate to their personality in some way. You might also suggest
that the children create a motto and use their surnames on the shields. They may use the shield
provided or make their own out of poster board.

heart
oz
A
unicorn ship swords
oldest son or daughter 2nd son 3rd son 4th son
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Culminating Activity The Whipping Boy

Coat of Arms Pattern
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